
Follows an update from Dr Howcutt on various current issues at Haddenham Medical 
Centre  
 

Are you offering flu jabs this year as usual? 

We will be providing flu vaccinations to eligible patients over the next few months as usual. 
The clinics will run in the same way as last year to follow COVID guidelines for the safety of 
our patients and staff.  We hope to start these clinics by the end of September and will run 
them each day of the week. 
Please do NOT contact the surgery to book an appointment yet – the appointments are not 
on the system.  When people ring to check if they are available to book, it makes it difficult 
for sick patients to get through.  Please help everyone by checking our practice website, 
Facebook page and information from our Patient Participation Group to find out when the 
appointments are available to be booked. 
 
Note Added 3rd Sept 
We had expected our flu vaccines to be delivered by the 24th of September.  As you know, we are 

keen to provide flu vaccines to patients as soon as possible for the reasons outlined in the last 

update.   

Unfortunately, we have been informed this morning by our supplier that due to road freight 

challenges, our flu vaccine delivery will be delayed by one to two weeks.  We have also been advised 

that they cannot guarantee when the vaccines will arrive and so we should not book any patients 

until we have confirmation of the delivery date.  They have said that we will receive this seven days 

before they arrive. 

We will keep patients updated by text messaging, our practice website, the Patient Participation 

Group and local community websites.” 

Who can have a free NHS flu jab? 

This year, we will be offering free NHS flu vaccines to the following groups: 
• Patients aged 50 years or over  
• Patients aged 6 months to 50 in various high risk clinical groups (such as those with 

chronic lung disease, heart disease, kidney disease, liver disease, neurological disease, 
diabetes, a weakened immune system, learning disability, and pregnant women)  

• 2- and 3- year olds – but they need a separate and different flu vaccine that will be 
offered in separate clinics slightly later in the autumn when available to us 

Older children will be offered a free NHS flu jab this year too but this will be done through 
the school health service. 
 

Is it important to have the flu jab this year? 

It is always a good idea to have a flu jab if you can!  Unfortunately, experts are predicting a 
more severe and earlier outbreak this winter so it very important we start vaccinating 
patients against flu as soon as we can.  With the NHS under such pressure with COVID and 
dealing with the backlog, we all need to do our part to protect the NHS from the impact of a 
bad flu outbreak.  As last year, we believe that catching flu and COVID together could be 
very serious and so this is another good reason to ensure a good vaccination uptake. 
 

 

 



Will you be providing COVID boosters? 

We are still waiting for final confirmation of the plans for COVID boosters from the 
Government and the NHS.  We had hoped to be able to provide COVID boosters at the 
surgery, possibly at the same time as flu jabs, but we have again been denied 
permission.  We have discussed the possible options available to us with our Patient 
Participation Group and we are looking at the best options for our patients.  We will let you 
know more when the Government plans are published and the local plans made. 
 

When will the car park be repaired? 

Anyone who has visited the surgery over the last few years will have been aware of the poor 
state of the car park.  Unfortunately when the medical centre was built, the car park was not 
laid properly.  We have had repeated temporary repairs but are now happy to report that 
the landlord has agreed to a major repair of the driving areas of the car park.  Work will 
commence on the 6th of September and will be completed in phases over a few weeks.  The 
entrance to the car park will be completed last and done when the medical centre is not in 
use.  We are sorry that this will inevitably cause some disruption, but the work is overdue 
and essential for the future safe use of the car park.  We would encourage visitors over this 
time to walk to the medical centre or use public transport if at all possible. 
 

A blood sample tube shortage? 

As you may have seen or heard reported, there is a shortage of blood specimen tubes.  This 
is causing problems across the country.  At the end of last week, the NHS instructed all GPs 
in England to stop all blood testing except for specific clinically urgent blood tests until at 
least the middle of September.  We had already started delaying routine blood tests but will 
now need to cancel some appointments. This rationing is important to ensure there are 
sufficient blood sample tubes available for the sickest of patients across the NHS in and out 
of hospital.  We know this may be frustrating for some patients – it is for us too! 
 

How are we doing? 

We remain very grateful for all the support and understanding from our patient patients!  It 
remains a very difficult time in the NHS with GP practices and hospitals all working 
incredibly hard under very challenging circumstances to deal with COVID, long COVID, new 
problems, backlog of old problems, long waiting lists, vaccinations, staff sickness and 
absence due to isolation because of COVID exposure.  We are speaking to and seeing record 
numbers of patients at the practice.  Everyone will continue to work extremely hard to 
provide the best care possible for our patients, even though many in the NHS are exhausted 
and traumatised.  Please continue to be kind to our team and all those working in the NHS. 
 


